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January,  1930. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  Municipal  Borough  of 
Sandwich. 

Madam  Mayor,  Miss  Rice,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and 
General  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  Borough  during  the 
year  1929.  This  is  my  first  Annual  Report,  and  is  com¬ 
piled  in  accordance  with  directions  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  December,  1929. 

You  will  remember  that  I  took  over  the  duties  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Port  Medical  Officer  on 
April  1st,  1929,  so  that  I  am  only  personally  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  for  the  last  nine  months  of  the  year 
under  review.  During  October,  1929,  you  also  appointed 
a  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  T.  Card,  who 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  a  comprehensive  inspection 
of  the  Borough  since  that  date.  I  include  a  summary  of 
his  Report. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  J.  DAY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

BOROUCH. 


The  Municipal  Borough  of  Sandwich  comprises  the 
following  Civil  Parishes  : — 


Civil  Parishes 

Area  in 
acres  includ¬ 
ing-  inland 
water. 

Populn. 

Census 

1921. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital 

6 

36 

St.  Clement 

536 

964 

St.  Mary 

126 

1132 

St.  Peter 

40 

908 

Sandwich  M.  B. 

708 

3040 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  BOROUCH. 


Only  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  the  total  area 
of  the  Borough  is  built  over. 

The  Borough  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  River 
Stour  and  surrounded  by  the  Rural  District  of  Eastry  on 
the  South,  East  and  West. 

GEOLOGICAL  PARTICULARS. 

A  continuous  thick  bed  of  Chalk  underlies  the 
surface  formation,  and  rests  on  a  thinner  bed  of  Gault 
Clay,  under  which  is  a  bed  of  Greensand  of  varying 
thickness.  This  overlies  a  layer  of  Wealden  formation, 
immediately  below  which,  in  adjoining  districts,  is  a 
wedge  of  Jurassic  rocks.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
Jurassic  layer  extends  below  Sandwich.  Below  the 
Jurassic  is  a  massive  bowl  shaped  block  of  the  Coal 
Measures  (Transitional  and  Middle)  ;  Sandwich  lies  over 
the  thinning  North-Eastern  edge  of  this  deposit. 

The  surface  formation  is  Alluvium  of  varying  thick¬ 
ness,  mainly  Clayey  with  patches  of  Sand  and  Gravel. 
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Tlie  area  of  the  Borough  is  low-lying,  gently 
undulating  ground.  As  shown  in  the  Ordnance  map  of 
the  Borough,  the  highest  Bench  Mark  in  the  built  over 
area  is  27.8  feet  O.I3.  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Clement’s 
Church,  the  lowest  10.1  feet  O.D.  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Schools,  while  another  of  10. 51  feet  O.D.  is  in 
Moat  Sole. 

Bound  the  borders  of  the  built  up  area  the  levels  are 
shown  as  follows  :  East,  Sandown  Boad,  14.4  feet  O.D. ; 
Yigo  Nursery,  IT  feet  O.D.  South,  St.  Bartholomew’s, 
17.4  feet  O.D.,  Puttocks  Down,  13.3  feet  O.D.  West, 
Boatman’s  Hill  (lowest),  11  feet  O.D.,  (highest)  20.8 
feet  O.D.  Butts,  13  feet  O.D.,  Ash  Boad,  11  feet  O.D. 

The  level  of  the  sub-soil  water  is  high,  water  being 
reached  in  very  shallow  excavations. 

A  study  of  the  levels  indicates  that  to  drain  the 
Borough  area  by  gravitation  would  he  practically 
impossible.  The  sewage  must  he  lifted  at  suitable  spots 
to  ensure  an  adequate  fall  to  the  ultimate  disposal  plant. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS 

OF  INHABITANTS. 

Sandwich  is  a  market  town  surrounded  by  an 
agricultural  area,  and  close  to  important  colliery  develop¬ 
ments.  The  main  industry  is  a'  tannery  situated  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Borough.  Boughly,  10  per  cent,  of 
those  employed  are  engaged  in  agricultural  work,  10 
per  cent,  in  various  kinds  of  transport  work,  13  per  cent, 
in  commercial  work,  20  per  cent,  in  personal  service, 
and  the  remainder  in  other  varying  employment. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS,  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres),  708. 

Population  (Census,  1921,  3,040),  estimated  1929, 
3,476. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  738. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921), 

792. 

Bateable  value,  £19,306. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £70  16s.  Id. 
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Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b),  32. 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority,  26. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons,  nil. 

1.  — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts), 

100. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925,  39. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  2. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  45. 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers,  18. 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs,  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :  (a)  by  owners,  1 
(after  closing  order),  (b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of 
owners,  nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara¬ 
tions  by  owners  of  intention  to  close,  nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied,  nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :  (a)  by 
owners,  nil,  (b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners, 
nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 
the  making  of  Closing  Orders,  2. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made,  2. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit,  nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made,  nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders,  nil. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 
Area  and  Population. 

These  are  shown  in  tabular  form  below : — 


District 

Area  in 
acres  includ¬ 
ing  inland 
water. 

POPULATION 

Estimated  by  Registrar  General. 

For  Birth  Rate 

For  Death  Rate 

Sandwich  M.B. 

708 

8476 

3476 

Births.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

All  particulars  regarding  the  births  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  table  below : — 


District 

Estima- 

BIRTHS. 

Birth 

Rate 

lllegiti- 

ted  Popu¬ 
lation. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

mate 

Births 
%  of 
Total 
Births. 

Male 

F’m’le 

Male 

F’m’le 

Sandwich  M.  B. 

3476 

25 

29 

1 

2 

57 

16.39 

5*4  % 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  16‘3 

per  1000  popn. 

6 

There  was  a  satisfactory  increase  both  in  the  number 
of  births  and  in  the  birth  rate  during  the  year  (1928, 
total  births,  42;  birth  rate,  12.2  per  1,000;  1929,  total 
births,  5T ;  birth  rate,  16.39  per  1,000). 

Deaths. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  among  inhabitants 
of  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  43,  23  males  and  20 
females,  producing  a  crude  death  rate  of  12. 3T  per  1,000 
population.  This  is  well  below  the  rate  for  1928,  and  the 
rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 


DEATHS. 


District 

Year 

Population 

Estimated 

Total 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1000 
popn. 

Sandwich  M.  B. 

1928 

3476 

43 

12-37 

Death  Rate,  England  &  Wales  13’4  per  1000  popn. 


An  examination  of  the  table  showing  the  causes  of 
death  reveals  that  during  the  year  there  were  no  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis,  and  that  the  deaths  from  respiratory 
diseases  were  satisfactorily  low.  The  deaths  from 
Cancer  are  not  unduly  high,  but  there  were  12  deaths 
from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  Heart  Disease,  and  Arterio¬ 
sclerosis. 

After  eliminating  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age,  the  average  age  at  death  of  the  remainder 
was  69.5  years.  Thirty-six  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons 
over  50.  • 

2  were  between  50  and  60 

11  ,,  ,,  60  and  TO 

10  ,,  ,,  TO  and  80 

11  ,,  ,,  80  and  90 

3  ,,  ,,  90  and  100 

Gauses  of  Death  in  Year  1929. 

Causes  of  Death  (Civilians  only).  Males.  Females 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  •••  23  ...  20 

1.  Enteric  fever  ...  ...  ...  —  •••  — 

2.  Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ••• 

3.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  •••  — 

4.  Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  —  ...  — 

5.  Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  — -  ...  — 


28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 
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1 

1 


r 

6.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7.  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

8.  Encephalitis  lethargica 

9.  Meningococcal  meningitis 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11.  Other  tuberculous  disease  ... 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13.  Rheumatic  fever 

14.  Diabetes 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  ...  2 

16.  Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

17.  Arterio-sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

18.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  1 

20.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

21.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

23.  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

25.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

26.  Puerperal  sepsis 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

pregnancy  and  parturition  — 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation, 

premature  birth  — 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  1 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  6 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  1 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  — 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

The  table  following  shows  the  particulars  in  regard 
to  this  rate  : — 


BIRTHS. 

deaths  under  l  year. 

Infan¬ 

tile 

District 

Legible. 

lll’gi'mte 

To- 

Legiti’te. 

IlTg’mte. 

To- 

mort- 

tal 

tal 

ality 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

rate 

per 

1000 

Births 

Sandwich  M.  B. 

25 

29 

1 

2 

57 

“ 

1 

" 

1 

17-5 

England  and  Wales  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  74  per  1000  Births. 
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This  rate  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  cause  of  death 
in  the  one  case  registered  was  prematurity  of  birth. 

The  number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 
of,  childbirth,  was:  From  sepsis,  nil;  from  other  causes, 

nil. 


Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages),  nil;  deaths  from 
whooping  cough,  nil;  deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  ? 
years  of  age),  nil. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  the 
quarterly  incidence  of  these : — 


1929  Table  showing-  Quarterly  Incidence  ol  Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


Sandwich 

M.B, 


1st  Quarter  1  6  —  5  —  —  —  —  —  —  12  —  2  2  14 

2nd  „  3  4  —  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  8  —  —  —  8 

3rd  „  1  5  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  6  2  —  2  8 

4th  „  1  5  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  7  —  1  1  8 

Total  for  Year  6  20  1  6  —  —  —  —  —  —  33  2  3  5  38 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  These  were 
all  of  the  anomalous  mild  type  which  has  prevailed  of 
late  years.  With  the  exception  of  two  cases  which  arose 
during  the  second  quarter,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
infected  in  the  Dover  area,  no  source  of  infection  could 
be  traced  for  these  cases. 
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Diphtheria. 

Twenty  cases  were  notified  during  tlie  year.  As 
the  result  of  representations  I  made  to  you  on  assuming 
duty  in  tlie  Borough,  you  sanctioned  the  payment  of 
practitioners  for  “  swabbing  ”  household  contacts  of 
cases  which  they  notified.  Eight  of  the  cases  were 
found  as  the  result  of  this  domestic  “swabbing.”  Two  of 
these  were  nasal  “  carriers,”  and  since  their  isolation  no 
further  cases  have  been  notified  for  over  four  months.  One 
death  resulted  from  the  disease.  I  reported  to  you  the 
necessity  for  the  provision  of  Antitoxin  for  the  early 
treatment  of  the  disease  and  this  you  are  now  providing. 

Pneumonia. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two  deaths 
were  certified  as  due  to  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  (Para-typhoid  fever)  was  notified.  This 
case  contracted  the  disease  abroad. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

No  cases  of  these  diseases  were  notified,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  work  of  the  Midwives  in  the  Borough. 

Tuberculosis. 

Five  cases  in  all  were  notified  during  the  year,  two 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  three  tuberculosis  of  other 
organs.  No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the 
year. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Remaining-  on  Register 

Sandwich  M.B.,  December  31st,  1929. 

Male. 

Female. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

6  3 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

12  9 

JO 


1929  Table  showing  age  periods,  etc.,  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified. 

Disease 

Age  Period. 

0  1  2  3  4  5  10  15  20  35  45  65 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

h-4 

h-* 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

— 

Diptheria 

- 1  1  9  63 - 

20 

19 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 2  —  1  2  1 - 

6 

— 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

- 1 - 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications,  Etc.,  1929. 

New  Cases 
Notified. 

Deaths. 

X 

o 

Notified 

Cases. 

Non-notified 

Cases. 

S-, 

<U 

CL 

<D 

be 

<* 

Pulmo¬ 

nary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

Pulmo¬ 

nary. 

; 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

Pulmo¬ 

nary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

n 

L 

10 

1 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

1 

1 

55 

65  &  over— 

Total  1 

1 

— 

3 

1! 

HOSPITALS. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Eastry  Rural  District  Council, 
by  arrangement. 

Smail-pox. 

Cases  of  this  disease  will  be  removed  to  the  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Hammill  in  the  Eastry  Rural  area. 

General. 

Cases  requiring  treatment  are  received  in  the  Deal 
and  Walmer  and  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospitals. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  work  is  at  present  undertaken  by  a  voluntary 
Association,  which  is  assisted  by  a  subsidy  from  the 
Borough  authority. 

TREATMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 
TUBERCULOSIS,  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Authority. 

AMBULANCE  ACCOMMODATION. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  motor  ambu¬ 
lance  of  the  Eastry  Rural  District  Council. 

There  is  a  motor  ambulance  available  for  the  trans¬ 
port  of  disease  or  accident  to  hospital. 

LABORATORY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Pathological,  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
specimens  are  submitted  for  examination  to  the  County 
Laboratory,  Maidstone. 

DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN. 

The  Council  has  now  made  arrangements  for  the 
supply  of  this  free  of  charge  to  practitioners  in  the 
Borough. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General. 

(b)  For  infectious  diseases. 

No  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Council 
for  this,  but  there  is  a  thoroughly  efficient  voluntary 
Nursing  Association  in  the  Borough. 


12 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 

MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS, 

AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 

No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
Council. 

GENERAL  HEALTH  OF  THE  BOROUGH  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

With  the  exception  of  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria 
the  Borough  has  not  suffered  from  any  excessive  sickness 
or  mortality  to  which  it  became  necessary  to  draw  your 
special  attention  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department,  and  action  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  or  Bye-laws  during  the  year : — 


Adoptive  Acts  in  Force. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Section  50,  Public  Health  Act,  1907,  Motor 
Ambulance. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

This  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
one  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  assumed  duty 
in  October,  1929.  The  Sanitary  Department  receives 
great  assistance  from  the  Borough  Engineer  in  matters 
of  drainage,  etc. 

Sandwich  M.B.,  1929. 

Number  of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  1  whole-time, 
nil  part-time. 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  by  Inspector  during  the 
year,  558. 
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No. 

in 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

District. 

Visits  in 

Faults  N 

Faults  & 

Places  I 

nspected 

1929 

Defects 

Defects 

Found 

Remed'd 

Bakehouses 

... 

5 

6 

2 

1 

Dairies  ... 

... 

7 

8 

2 

1 

Slaughter 

Registered 

2 

320 

o 

O 

2 

Houses 

Licensed 

Nil 

Other  food  preparing 

places,  which  are,  as 

31 

4 

2 

such,  subject  to  inspection 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Houses  Let 

in  Lodgings 

• — 

— 

— 

Factories  ... 

11  1 

Workshops 

... 

10 

6 

Workplaces  . 

I  31 

1  13 

Nil 

— 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 

Homes) 

10  J 

3  J 

Nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year 
(other  than  those  enumerated  in  the  above  tabulation)  : — 

Over  crowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Hop-pickers’  camps  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

(b)  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage : — 


(a)  Re-constructed 

(b)  Repaired  ... 

(c)  Cleansed  ... 

Cesspools  : — 

(a)  Abolished 

(b)  Repaired. 
Offensive  accumulations 
Refuse  receptacles  ... 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Smoke  nuisances  . . . 


1 

2 
6 


1 

5 


i 
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Yard  paving*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofs  and  rain  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Baths,  lavatory  basins  and  sinks...  ...  ...  — 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Number  of  premises  containing-  each  type  of  sanitary 
conveniences  in  district  (approximate.) 


W.C's. — 

(a)  into  Drainage  System 

(b)  into  Cesspools 


800 

19 


Earth  Closets  or  Privy  Middens  ...  ...  Nil 


Pail  Closets 


151 


Notices  served  (a)  Statutory,  nil;  (b)  informal,  51. 
Number  of  premises  disinfected,  22;  number  of 
batches  of  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected,  22. 


The  Bakehouses  (3)  and  Dairies  (T)  in  the  Borough 
were  visited  during  the  year  and  the  minor  defects  found 
dealt  with. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  two  registered  and  no  licensed  private 
slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough.  Three  hundred  and 
twenty  visits  were  paid  during  the  year.  A  ery  few 
defects  were  found,  and  those  are  being  remedied 
Approximately  4  cwts.  of  unsound  meat  was  condemned 
during  the  year. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs!  Act. 

Action  is  taken  by  the  Police. 

The  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work-places  were 
regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  satisfactory 
sanitary  condition  and  well  conducted. 

Disinfection  of  Infected  Articles. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The 
Council  does  not  possess  a  steam  disinfector. 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

One  hundred  houses  were  inspected  for  housing 
defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  Thirty- 


o 
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nine  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925.  Two  houses 
were  found  to  he  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  he  unfit  for  human  habitation,  while  45  other 
houses  were  found  not  to  he  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation.  Eighteen  of  the  defective 
premises  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  work  is  in  hand 
on  the  others.  One  house  was  rendered  fit  by  the  owner 
after  making  of  a  Closing  Order.  Closing  Orders  were 
made  in  respect  of  two  premises. 

Thirty-two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year 
of  which  26  were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority 
with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  from  the  Borough  Water  Works  has 
maintained  its  usual  quality.  Ho  shortage  was 
experienced  during  the  period  of  drought,  although  the 
well  level  was  considerably  lowered. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Council  has  employed  the  services  of  Mr. 
Silcock,  the  eminent  expert,  to  report  on  the  scheme  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Borough  Engineer  for  the  main  drainage 
of  the  Borough,  and  his  report  will  be  to  hand  early  in 
1930. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Most  of  the  premises  in  the  Borough  are  connected 
with  the  existing  drainage  system.  There  are  at  date 
19  cesspools  and  151  pail  closets  in  the  Borough. 

Scavenging. 

Domestic  refuse  is  collected  by  Borough  employees 
and  removed  to  a  site  well  away  from  the  Borough  on  the 
Ash  Road. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  tannery  is  well  conducted,  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received  in  regard  to  it. 

Schools. 

I  have  inspected  the  Elementary  Schools  twice 
during  the  year.  The  buildings  are  in  good  sanitary 
repair,  and  the  health  and  physique  of  the  children  of 
routine  ages,  inspected  was  quite  up  to  standard. 

Mr.  Card,  the  newly  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector, 
has  before  him  a  somewhat  arduous  task.  No  systematic 
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inspection  of  the  Borough  has  hitherto  been  made  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925.  Mr.  Card 
is  proceeding  rapidly  with  such  inspection,  and  is  record¬ 
ing  hi$  findings  in  the  appropriate  manner.  As  a  result 
of  his  inspections  of  premises  many  housing  defects,  both 
gross  and  minor,  have  come  to  light,  and  are  in  process 
of  remedy.  The  complete  re-conditioning  of  many  of  the 
premises  which  are  in  the  hands  of  small  owners  would 
undoubtedly  inflict  a  monetary  hardship  upon  them 
which  they  would  be  unable  to  sustain.  I  have 
instructed  Mr.  Card  to  proceed  with  remedial  measures  in 
stages  which,  while  ensuring  a  fairly  rapid  rectification 
of  the  defects  found,  should  not  inflict  any  sudden  undue 
demand  upon  the  owners  involved.  Mr.  Card  is  working 
enthusiastically,  and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his 
unfailing  assistance  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
DECEMBER  31st,  1929. 

To  the  Conservators  of  the  Port  and  Haven  of  Sandwich. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1929  the  shipping  traffic  of  the 
Port  was  as  follows :  — 

Coastwise. 

Arrivals  and  departures,  228;  Nett  registered 
tonnage,  19,197. 

Cargoes :  Cement,  Coal,  Grain,  Oils,  Stone,  and 
General  Merchandise. 

Foreign. 

Arrivals  and  departures,  11;  Nett  registered  ton¬ 
nage,  1,808. 

Cargoes :  Coal,  Stone  and  Timber. 

Total. 

Arrivals  and  departures,  239;  Nett  registered  ton¬ 
nage,  21,005. 

Total  cargo  tonnage,  48,161. 

Inspections  found  conditions  satisfactory.  No  sick¬ 
ness  or  infectious  disease  was  reported  during  the  year. 
No  complaint  or  evidence  of  rat  infection  occurred.  No 
cleansing  or  disinfection  was  required  in  any  instance. 
Any  such  work  would  be  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  under  my  supervision. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  DAY, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 
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